I
N the last six months, the computing community, including software engineering, lost two of its greats: Robin Milner and Amir Pnueli. Both were Turing Award winners, and both contributed in fundamental ways to the foundations of software engineering. I had the privilege of meeting Robin Milner only, and my overriding memory is of a modest, gentle, approachable man, as open to other's ideas as he was skilled at generating them. By all accounts, friends and colleagues speak equally warmly of Amir Pnueli-of his intellect, his wit, and his humor. Tributes to both individuals have been published widely both in the press and on the Internet.
I have included below short biographies of Professors Milner and Pnueli, extracted from their Web pages. I present these in the IEEE Transactions on Software Engineering as a small tribute to two outstanding computer scientists, and as an acknowledgment of their seminal contributions to our discipline. In 1999, he joined the Computer Science Department of New York University. Professor Pnueli was the 1996 recipient of the ACM Turing Award. He is primarily known for the introduction of temporal logic into computer science; his work on the application of temporal logic and similar formalisms for the specification and verification of reactive systems; the identification of the class of "Reactive Systems" as systems whose formal specification, analysis, and verification require a distinctive approach; and the development of a rich and detailed methodology, based on temporal logic, for the formal treatment of reactive system; extending this methodology into the realm of real-time systems; and, more recently, introducing into formal analysis the models of hybrid systems with appropriate extension of the temporal-logic based methodology. Besides his more theoretical work concerning a complete axiom system and proof theory for program verification by temporal logic, he also contributed to algorithmic research in this area. He developed a deductive system for linear-time temporal logic and model-checking algorithms for the verification of temporal properties of finite-state systems. Together with David Harel, he worked on the semantics and implementation of Statecharts, a visual language for the specification, modeling, and prototyping of reactive systems. This language has been applied to avionics, transport, and electronic hardware systems. Together with Zohar Manna, he was the author of a textbook series on Temporal Logic and its application to Reactive Systems (of which two volumes were published). IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON SOFTWARE ENGINEERING, VOL. 36, NO. 3, MAY/JUNE 2010 
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